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HEREWEAR VISION

The HEREWEAR vision for a sustainable European 
textile and clothing sector focuses on three pillars:

• Bio-based textiles as an integrated and positive 
element of the environment

• Local production models that build on a relational 
and community dimension and link agricultural and 
forestry practice directly to destination industries

• Circular design and practices to reduce waste, extend 
product life, and facilitate recycling at end of life.

HEREWEAR RECOMMENDATIONS

HEREWEAR builds on project results and findings to propose 
the following policy recommendations for a sustainable 
bio-based, local and circular textile sector in Europe. 

Understanding the sector and market 
• Map the textile value chain / Thoroughly map actors, 
stages, materials, and professions in the textile value chain: 
crucial for transparency.

• Leverage data / Collect and utilize data to provide public 
information on textile and garment use and disposal: this 
drives investment in circular infrastructure.

• Account for current industrial capacity / Recognize the 
limited availability of industrial capacity due to the small ratio 
produced within EU compared to outside it key to developing 
realistic policy scenarios and targets.

• Understand link with related sectors / Use initiatives 
like the European Commission’s Knowledge Centre for 
Bioeconomy to gather data and inform policy, 

Fostering a holistic approach for 
bio-based textiles by aligning policies
• Promote sustainable bio-based materials / Prioritize R&D 
in sustainable bio-based raw materials and fibers, as with    
the Textiles of the Future partnership. 

• Foster industrial symbiosis / Encourage collaboration 
amongst agriculture, forestry, and textile sectors to optimize 
the use of side—and waste—streams. 

• Account for stakeholder diversity / Develop legislation 
for bio-based textiles that considers the entire value chain, 
acknowledging the various stakeholders involved. 

• Support SME participation / Cascade funding and regional 
hubs can provide tailored grants for SMEs and facilitate their 
involvement in sustainable initiatives.



Developing and implementing a coherent and fair legislative framework 
• Ensure a coherent and comprehensive EU strategy implementation / Ensure that 
the legislation in the EU strategy is clear, enforceable, and applicable to SMEs. 

• Address microplastics / Utilize research from initiatives like HEREWEAR to inform 
legislation on microplastics. 

• Harmonize EU member state requirements / Work towards a unified EU internal 
market to avoid fragmentation and reduce the burden on SME compliance. 

• Strengthen market surveillance / Enhance the EU’s ability to monitor and prevent 
non-compliant textile products from entering the market.

• Implement fair trade standards / Promote the use of protocols like the WFTO Fair 
Trade Standard to assess business operations and ensure ethical practices.

Towards a holistic local approach 
• See ‘local’ as multifaceted / ‘Local’ goes beyond just geography to encompass 
space (town, region, country), scale, (volume of production), scope (activities 
involved), and social impact. 

• Promote microfactories / Digitization and local networks can support transparent 
and flexible production that reduces transportation and environmental impact.

• Leverage Smart Specialization Strategies (S3) / Utilize S3 to foster regional 
collaboration and investment in sustainable and innovative textile solutions. 

• Integrate social and circular elements / Integrate marginalized groups like women, 
disadvantaged youth, and migrants into the social economy for the textile industry.

• Promote social value / Emphasise the social impact of businesses beyond the 
economic in line with the recommendations of the Social Economy Action Plan. 

Lead by example – The impact of Green Public Procurement (GPP)
• Prioritize GPP / As public procurement accounts for a significant portion of the EU’s 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), it is essential to prioritize GPP for sustainable textiles. 

• Expand GPP criteria to include social aspects / It is important to include social 
criteria in future GPP requirements. 

Communicate and raise awareness 
• Leverage community engagement / Utilize communities like HEREWEAR to foster 
open dialogue, experimentation, and participation in the sustainable textile transition.

• Use creative tools to educate and train / Prioritize education and training through 
creative thinking processes for students and professionals to promote sustainability.

• Stimulate partnerships / Encourage collaboration among education providers, 
research and technology centres and industry, including at the regional or inter-
regional level.

• Engage young audiences / Encourage educational programs for primary school 
children to raise awareness of the textile industry’s environmental impact and 
empower them to be part of the solution.

• Foster user participation / Encourage practices that include users in the design 
process to better understand their needs and preferences for sustainable textiles.

• Showcase future sustainable ways of living / Use wide-topic platforms, like the 
New European Bauhaus, to showcase the possibilities of future sustainable living.
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